determine the correlation between the ratios of official inspections by government and total fatal injuries per 10,000 persons by construction size in Korea. They conclude that official inspections are a key factor in minimizing fatal accident numbers on small-scale construction sites.
(2) The impact of work rest scheduling for prolonged standing activity: In this paper, Ismail Abdul Rahman et al. describe their extensive study of fatigue levels from workers' perspectives, in which they also investigated the impact of work-rest scheduling on standing workers of different genders working 12-h shifts. They found that prolonged standing affects muscle fatigue and discomforts, especially of the foot, ankle, lower back and leg, and that different types of work-rest scheduling and gender have significant effects on muscle fatigue development.
(3) Charge elimination method for a charged roll using a passive type ionizer with an air assist: In this paper, Yuki Wakatsuki et al. report the effectiveness of a passive-type ionizer with air-blown assistance in the elimination of the static charge generated at high speed by a roll-to-roll process. They found that supplying air flow beneath the needle electrode of the passive ionizer improves the charge elimination because the ions are effectively transported to a place where eliminating the charge of the roll does not affect the corona onset condition.
(4) Unstable behavior of segmental ring under various pressures and its discrete element simulation: In this paper, Naotaka Kikkawa et al. thoroughly investigate an accident which resulted in five fatalities during a tunnel-boring machine tunnel construction under the seabed in Japan in 2012. They make clear, through experimentation using a small-scale physical model and DEM simulation, that the cause of the accident was the K-segment slipping out of the segment ring due to a thrusting tailskin.
As the leader of the working group for APSS 2017, I am very pleased to have been able to contribute to the realization of this special issue, and would like to extend my sincere appreciation to everyone whose great efforts contributed to the success of APSS 2017. 
Mizuki YAMAGUMA

